
BIBLICAL LEADERS: 06 - DEACONS
ACTS 2:42-47; 6:1-7
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AWKWARD CHANGE
We all face change everyday. 
Change can be awkward for some. 
Change in “our church” can be particularly hard. 
The main reason that change must happen in the church is the mission demands it… 
Our mission is to go and make disciples. 
CHANGE HAPPENED RAPIDLY IN THE NEW CHURCH (Acts 2:41-47; 6:1-7). 
The Apostles’ answer to this problem were deacons.
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WHAT ARE DEACONS?
Modern misconceptions of the deacon can be confusing.
διάκονος (diakonos: dee-ak’-on-os) = servant
But aren’t we all supposed to be servants? (1 Pe 4:10).
The word “servant” in the days of the early church was used commonly.
The Biblical idea is not service by compulsion but by love  (Mk 9:35; John 13:1-17).
The lowly connotation of servant helps remind the deacon that his job is to serve 
the congregation and the community just as Jesus came to serve and not be served 
(Mt 20:28; Mk 10:45) DEACONS ARE SERVANTS!
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WHO CAN BE A DEACON?
The Apostles did not give the church and open book on choosing whoever they 
wanted to choose.
The apostles gave three distinguishing features of biblical servants:

1. Filled with the Holy Spirit
2. Faithful
3. Having wisdom - (1 Cor. 1:18-2:16; 3:18-20; James 1:5; 3:13-18)

Philip was lead by the spirit (Acts 8)
Stephen was faithful even unto death  (Acts 6:8-7:60).
This list of seven reminds the deacon that his job to be wise, lead by the spirit, and 
faithful.  DEACONS ARE FAITHFULLY ACTIVE.
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WHAT DO DEACONS DO?
DEACONS ARE A RESPONSE TO A NEED
Many people today look at the deacons as and office or authority in the church
Biblical Deacons were chosen by the people to do a specific service.
The elders and deacons work together to see that the spiritual and physical needs 
of the congregation are met.
A list of duties for deacons can be compiled by observing the biblical references to 
the things men did in the role of deaconing (See Insert).
The many duties of a deacon helps remind them that there is always more to do in 
responding to the needs. DEACONS ARE DOERS.
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CHANGE HAPPENS!
Change is always going to happen! And Change can be good. 
God has ordained faithful servants to help in times of need to make the changes that 
are necessary for the church to continue to minster and grow in our community.
Deacons, as well as the elders have a critical role in the life and the health of the 
church… especially in change.
The greatest change is the life that is changed by the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ… He is calling you to come as you are and be transformed today.
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