
THE ACTS OF US
46 - SHAKING OFF SNAKES  

ACTS 28:1-10

1

I DON’T LIKE SNAKES 
• Snakes are a metaphor for some of the troubles we face in 

life.  
• Paul had overcome the dangers of sea but not faced 

danger on land. 
• Paul faced a very real snake but it may not have been as 

deadly as the other snakes he faced that night. 
• In ACTS 28:1-410, Paul shows us  how shake off snakes 

that are a danger to our ministry.

2

Shaking off the Snakes of Crisis
• Paul was doing a good thing, gathering sticks to keep 

everyone warm and dry, when he was bitten. 
• We sometimes think that serving God is some kind of 

shield against troubles and trials but that’s not the case. 
• John 16:33 
• Paul believes God’s promises (Ac 27:23-24; Mk 16:17-18) 

and shook the snake off. 
• SHAKE OFF THAT SNAKE OF CRISIS BY RESTING IN 

GOD’S PROMISES!

3

Shaking off the  
Snakes of Criticism

• As soon as Paul is bitten the islanders start to criticize him. 
• KARMA - if Neptune didn’t get him, Nemesis will! 
• We need to be careful when it comes to a critical spirit in 

us: At the least, criticism slows ministry, at worst it leads to 
blasphemy. 

• If you are not careful, the criticism you face from others will 
cause you to become defeated. 

• When you face criticism don’t give up: He 12:1-3 
• SHAKE OFF THAT SNAKE OF CRITICISM BY 

FOCUSING ON JESUS!

4

Shaking off the  
Snakes of Cynicism

• Cynics are always waiting for the worse to happen.  
• How many in this room have been the object of a cynic’s 

words? We all have at one time or another. 
• When you face criticism don’t give up: He 12:1-3 
• The cynics do not have the last word, you do! Shake off the 

viper of cynicism and prove the doubters wrong by your 
faithful obedience to the Lord. 

• No one but you determines the quality and length of your 
service to the Lord. 

• SHAKE OFF THAT SNAKE OF CYNICISM WITH THE 
HOPE THAT DOES NOT PUT US TO SHAME!

5

• What snakes have gotten their fangs 
into you?  

• Paul shows us the benefit of        
using our faith to shake off              
the snakes of life.  

• It all starts when you put                
your faith in Jesus.

WHAT SNAKE HAS GOT ITS 
FANGS INTO YOU?
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