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36 - Drop Dead Worship 

ACTS 20:1-12

EVANGELISTIC CRUSADES
• You may have heard of the term “Drop Dead Gorgeous” 

but it’s not exactly what you think. 
•  Today we are going to talk about “Drop Dead Worship”. 

But it’s not what you think either. It’s not about worship 
style. 

• Have you ever wondered what worship was like in Paul’s 
day?  

• Paul was winding down his third missionary journey and 
was encouraging and comforting believers(ACTS 20:1-12) 

• Today we are going to look at 4 aspects of worship.

THE CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION 
GATHERS IN ITS ENTIRETY ON SUNDAY

• It was the Jewish law and custom to “honor the Sabbath”.  
• Early Christians did both. They largely continued to pray 

and rest on the seventh day but soon also observed 
Sunday… as at time of worship and gathering together. 

• They worshipped on Sunday because the day Jesus rose 
and the day the HS came upon the apostles. 

• We need a day to gather all together… it’s important - In 
this season of time, with the Covid-19, many have been 
unable to meet on Sunday and it has hurt the entire body. 

• We should never stop making an effort to meet together on 
the Lord’s Day!

WORSHIP IS OFFERED AND 
EXPERIENCED BY ORDINARY PEOPLE.

• Sometimes we think of the early Christians as Super 
Christians… different, more spiritual, etc. 

• But these men and women were ordinary… like you and 
me. These people experienced the same things we 
experience.  

• Some people like to think the purpose of this story is a 
warning against falling asleep or not listening in service. 

• I like to think that this is a reminder of our humanity /
weakness.  

• God gave Eutychus had a testimony that night! 
• Worship is a time to humble ourselves and realize we need 

Jesus.

INSTRUCTION AT THE HEART 
OF WORSHIP.

• The Christian congregation’s worship valued instruction at 
the heart of their service. 

• THAT’S A LONG LESSON…But these people were used to 
long talks! 

• Paul joined in their pattern…  
• Our attention span is too short… and getting shorter all the 

time. 
• God isn’t limiting the time we get to stay in heaven… so we 

shouldn’t limit how long we listen to His word being taught. 
• There is nothing more important than the instruction we get 

in God’s word.

WORSHIP INCLUDED THE 
LORD’S SUPPER

• The phrase “breaking bread,” is in reference to the Lord’s 
Supper. 

• The early Christians often observed the Lord’s Supper as 
part of “the agape feast” or “love feast”, a reenactment of 
the entire last supper 

• Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” By this time 
the church was already into a pattern of doing this as often 
as the eat and drink (On the Lord’s Day when they met). 

• The Lord’s supper represents the presence of Jesus in 
their midst. 

• The Lord’s supper is a beautiful and meaningful symbol 
and ordinance for all believers.



THE HEART OF WORSHIP
• Worship is different for everyone.  
• Methods of worship may change over time but the 

message and means must stay the same.  
• “Drop Dead Worship” is exactly that -  

  1. Gathering together - We need each other 
  2. Realizing Our Humanity -We need a Savior 
  3. Instruction in the Word - We need God’s Word 
  4. The Lord’s Supper - We need his presence 

• The folks at Troas were greatly comforted by the 
encouragement and instruction of Paul.  

• We each need this kind of encouragement and comfort. 
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