
THE ACTS OF US
34 - Spiritual Deficiency 

ACTS 19:1-7



DEFICIENCY!
• Deficiency is the state of lacking some necessary quality 

or element.  
• A spiritual deficiency is the lack of evidence of the Holy 

Spirit in your life.  
• Paul met 12 disciples on the road to Ephesus. He noticed 

that there was something deficient in their lives.  
• It was the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-7).  
• We receive the HS at baptism (Acts 2:38; Mt 3:11; Mk 1:8; 

Lk 3:16; Jn 1:33) 
• Let’s look at what this encounter reveals about their 

spiritual deficiency so that we can shine a light on our own 
lives too.



A SPIRITUAL DEFICIENCY IS 
EVIDENT TO TRUE BELIEVERS

• Paul noticed something was off right away. It prompted the 
question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” 

• We are sometimes misled by the doctrines of man rather 
than the scriptures. 

• When we are baptized into Christ we receive the HS which 
unifies us (Ga 3:26-27; 1 Co 12:12-13). 

• A person with a vitamin deficiency will often have poor 
vision.  

• Does your life show evidence of the Holy Spirit living in 
you?



A SPIRITUAL DEFICIENCY CAUSES 
INEFFICIENCY IN THE WORK/MINISTRY

• It is only after the men are baptized in the name of the 
Lord, Jesus, that they begin to show signs of the Holy Spirit 
working int them. 

• We each have the ability, talents, and desire to serve 
through the Holy Spirit. 

• A person with a vitamin deficiency will become lethargic 
and fatigued. 

• A person with a spiritual deficiency will be apathetic/lazy in 
the work and ministry of God. 

• Does your life show the work and ministry of the Holy 
Spirit?



A SPIRITUAL DEFICIENCY DOES 
NOT PRODUCES GOOD FRUIT

• Spiritual Fruit is the product of the Holy Spirit working in 
your life. 

• The Holy Spirit helps us produce fruit in two ways: 
Character (Ga 5:22-23) and Coverts (John 14:26). 

• A person with a vitamin deficiency will become sickly and 
emotionally unstable. 

• When we have a spiritual deficiency we stop producing 
good fruit.  

• Jesus said that those who do not produce good fruit will be 
cut off and thrown in the fire (Jn 15). 

• Is the spirit producing good fruit in you or are you a dry 
branch?



A SPIRITUAL DEFICIENCY 
LEADS TO A SLOW DEATH.

• Paul has an interesting discourse on living in the spirit (Ro 
8:9-13). 

• It is important for us to live in the Spirit (Ro 8:13; Ep 5:18; 
Ga 5:16; Jude 20; Ro 7:6; 15:13). 

• A person suffering with severe vitamin deficiencies can 
develop many problems that can lead to death. 

• A deficiency in the Holy Spirit will lead back to a life in the 
flesh which brings only death. 

• Are you alive in the Spirit?



DEFICINCY?

• Do you have a spiritual deficiency?  
• Paul asked these men, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit?”  
• Paul took measures to remedy the situation in these 12 

men.  
• You should take measures to remedy the situation in your 

life too.
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